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WASHINGTON, March 14 — - For the 
two weeks, the Reagan Administra- 
tion has conducted what senior officials- 
acknowiedge has been an intense public 
relatiODs campaign designed to dispel : 

doubts about its policies in 
Central America; The ef- 
fort, wdiich has relied heav- 
ily on the use-.of intelli-' 

.'gence information, has 
I produced mixed results. 

Until Friday, officials thought th^ 
were making significant - headway. 

Some members of Congress, including 
several infhiential committee chair- 
men, came away from private intelli- 
j gence briefings saying th^ were con- 
vinced that the Administration had 
strong evidence to support its charges 
of Soviet and Cuban involvement in 
Central America and of Nicaraguan aid 
to guerrillas in El Salvador, r.v 
The pubUc was given a glimpse of the 
intelligeiice material when the Admin- 
istratimi made public aerial reconnais- 
sance photographs in an effort to show 
that Nicaragua, with Cuban and Soviet 
assistance, was assembling the largest 
militaiyforceinCentralAmerica. ? ; 

Then on Friday, the campaign 
ceived a major blow when a young 
, Nicaraguan captured last year while 
fighting with the guerrillas in El Salva- 
dor surprised theState D^sartment at a 
news conference by denying,, rather 
than confirming; Cuban and Nicara- 
guan involvement in the Salvadoran 
. ccaaflict. - j 

; Ald» Recofslder Situation^ 

■ That unexpected -development has 
proinpted a reappraisal of the public 
relations offensive among senior. Ad- 
ministration officials who must decide 
Monday vdietber to pnxreed with addi- 
tional intelligence briefings for 'Con- 
gress amd the press tentatively sched- 
uledforlaterintheweek. . ij , - - v; 

The pressure appears to be great to 
go through with the briefings- Accord- 
ing to several senior officials, the initial 
deci^on to conduct the public relations 
ca m paign was consider^ long overdue. 

**We made a mistake,’* one senior offi- 
cial said last wedt. “We were pres^g 
a^d with a ptiicy before we had con- 
vinced either Congress or Uie. public 
, about the nature of the nation’s vital in- 
:terests in Central America.’’ ; , i W'v .t, 

' - ! State Department .officials recently 
iccmcluded most of the opposition to 

the Administration’s Central^ America- 

policy was generated ^ what one dm 


By, that,, he said, he meant opposition 
was primarily coming from organiza- 
tions and individuals whose main inter- 
est was to prevent further conflict. 

blissing from this perspective, offi- 
cials said, was an understanding of na- 
tioial security consideratit^- “We 
failed/ to ihake bur case convincingly 
even in Congress," another senior Ad- 
ministration official said. “We decided 
to go back to square one, lay out the evi- 
dence we have and hope we- could build 
Ithekind of broad-ba^ support that has 


Even critics of the Administration’s 
policy were persuaded that some exter- 
nal involvement exists. “l don’t think ! 
that anyone disputes that there is some | 
foreign involvement in El Evador,” ' 
said Senator Paul E. Tsongas, Demo- * 
crat of Massachussetts. “The question 
is how much and how significant it is." 

That question was apparently not re- 
solved by the Administration’s 'cam- 
paign. Critics, for e.xampie, pointed out 
that. the photographs showing a major ., 
militaiy buildup in Nicaragua did not? 
provefthat Nicaragua was aiding the 
Salvadoran guerrillas. 

Senator C^stopher J. Dodd, Demo^^- 
crat of Ct5iuikticut, a leading critic of 
Administration policy, said t^t ”to 
suggest that Nicaragua is the only 
source of support for Salvadoran guer- 
rillas is ridiculous,’?. He said that the 
guerrillas received--- substantial 
amounts of arms and ammunition from 
sources within El Salvador,, including 
disloyalarmytrcops. ; .. . . ; 

Nicaragua’s Ambassador in Wash- 
A.ington, Francisco Failles Navarro, re- 


been lacking. 

^ The ^paign foctised on Congress, /spending to the intelligence made ouh- 
^or imeUigeiire officials, led by Wil- • lie about his country, Iharg^^ an in- 
^sey, the Dire^or of Central i terview broadcast by the Cable News 


Intelligence, started briefing Congres- 
sional committees about what the Ad- 
ministration considers to be Cuban, 
Soviet and Nicaraguan interference in 
El Salvador. 

• According to members/ of Congress 
who attended the briefings, the Admin- , , 
istratton based most of these charges on f ; 


Network today that the miiitary.buildup 
was forced because the “Reagan Ad- 
ministration is threatening us ail the 
' time with the possibility of a military 
■intervention." . b.,.,.. 

other critics ar^ed that the Ad- 


Salvador-and surrounding nations, in- 
cluding Nicaragua. ; .,.v. _ „ 

■' Collected largely by Navy de^royers 
that have been position^ off the coast 
of El Salvador and Nicaragua sincelate 
last year, this information included de-. 
tails of communications between Salva- 
doran rebels, and command pwts in 
Nicara^, which tb^ said show^ that 
the Salvadoran insurgency was con- 
'trolled in Nicaragua, Administration of4 
ficials told the committees, according 
to several members. Similar briefings 
were given to a ^up of former senior 
Government officials. , n s i •>' r--* 1 - r 

; * ‘l^vincing Intelligence* , j 
• The Administration was encouragSi 
by the results. After a briefing given to 
the House Intelligence Committee, the' 
panel’s chairman. Representative Ed- 
ward P.’ Boland, a Massachussetts 
Democrat , who is considered a bell- 
wether of moderate Congressional opin- 
ion, said that the. use of Nicaraguan/ 
sites for command and control of Salva- 
doran insurgent forces was supported 
; by “convincing intelligence.” He added ; 
that “Cuban involvement, especially in 
providmgarins,isaIsoevident.’’ f ; j V . 

' I Saiator Richard G. Lugar/ Republi- 
' can of Indians, said, “The case of sub- 
stantial involvement of outside coun- 
:triesis absolutely clear.’?a;;^>iW«.- 


Peil, Democrat of Rhode Island, the 
ranking minority member of the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee.' : ' i 

Despite the lingering doubts and Fn- 
day’s turnabout by the Nicaraguan cap;' 
five, Orlando Jose Tardencillas Espino- 
sa, senior Administration officials still- 
believe in the power of their intelligence 
data. "Whenever we ca,n sit down with 
someone and show them what we’ve 
got,, we can persuade them Cuba and 
Nicaragua are involved,’^ one official 
■said..-i-r- - 

, What the Administration cannot do; 
top officials acknowledge, is translate 
mtel’dgaice informatidn about outside 
interference in Central America into 
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